
Understanding the ECO4 Grant: A 
Complete Guide to Energy Efficiency 
Support in the UK 

Introduction 
Energy costs are one of the biggest challenges for households in the UK today. Rising utility 
bills and the demand for sustainable living have made energy efficiency more important than 
ever. To support low-income households and reduce carbon emissions, the UK Government 
introduced the ECO4 Grant. This scheme helps eligible households access free or heavily 
subsidized home improvements, such as insulation, heating system upgrades, and 
renewable energy solutions. 

In this article, we will explain what the ECO4 Grant is, who qualifies, how it works, and why it 
is a vital initiative for both homeowners and the environment. 

What is the ECO4 Grant? 
The ECO4 Grant is part of the government’s Energy Company Obligation (ECO) scheme, 
now in its fourth phase. Running from 2022 to 2026, ECO4 focuses on improving the energy 
efficiency of homes, particularly for households living in fuel poverty or on low incomes. 

The grant is funded by large energy suppliers, who are legally required to contribute towards 
the scheme. Through ECO4, qualifying households can access free or affordable home 
energy upgrades that lower bills, reduce energy waste, and help meet the UK’s net zero 
carbon target by 2050. 

Key Objectives of the ECO4 Scheme 
The ECO4 Grant has multiple goals: 

1.​ Reducing Fuel Poverty – Supporting low-income households with free or 
discounted energy upgrades.​
 

2.​ Lowering Energy Bills – Helping families save money by making homes more 
energy efficient.​
 

3.​ Cutting Carbon Emissions – Supporting the UK’s environmental commitments.​
 

4.​ Encouraging Renewable Energy Use – Promoting greener heating systems and 
technologies.​
 

https://ecoenergyimprovement.co.uk/


Who is Eligible for the ECO4 Grant? 
Not everyone qualifies for the ECO4 scheme. The grant specifically targets households that 
struggle with high energy bills and low incomes. Eligibility is usually based on income, 
benefits received, and the property’s energy efficiency rating. 

Common Eligibility Criteria: 

●​ Households receiving certain government benefits, such as:​
 

○​ Universal Credit​
 

○​ Income Support​
 

○​ Housing Benefit​
 

○​ Pension Credit​
 

○​ Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA)​
 

○​ Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)​
 

●​ Homes with poor Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) ratings (D, E, F, or G).​
 

●​ Low-income households not receiving benefits but still facing fuel poverty (subject to 
local authority discretion).​
 

What Home Improvements are Covered by ECO4? 
The ECO4 Grant supports a wide range of energy-saving home improvements. These 
upgrades can significantly improve comfort and lower long-term energy bills. 

Common Upgrades Include: 

●​ Loft Insulation – Prevents heat loss through the roof.​
 

●​ Cavity Wall Insulation – Reduces heat loss through walls.​
 

●​ Solid Wall Insulation – Suitable for older homes without cavity walls.​
 

●​ Floor Insulation – Helps retain warmth inside the property.​
 

●​ Boiler Replacement – Replaces old, inefficient boilers with modern, energy-efficient 
ones.​
 



●​ First-Time Central Heating Systems – For homes that never had central heating.​
 

●​ Air Source Heat Pumps – Renewable heating technology to replace traditional 
boilers.​
 

●​ Solar Panels – Helps generate renewable electricity and reduce grid dependency.​
 

How to Apply for the ECO4 Grant 
Applying for the ECO4 scheme is straightforward. Households can check their eligibility 
through an approved provider or energy supplier. 

Step-by-Step Application Process: 

1.​ Check Eligibility – Ensure your household meets the income and property 
requirements.​
 

2.​ Contact an ECO4 Provider – Many approved installers and suppliers can guide you.​
 

3.​ Property Survey – A qualified assessor inspects your home to identify suitable 
upgrades.​
 

4.​ Approval & Installation – Once approved, work is carried out at little to no cost.​
 

Benefits of the ECO4 Grant 
The ECO4 scheme is beneficial for both homeowners and the environment. 

●​ Lower Energy Bills – Families can save hundreds of pounds annually.​
 

●​ Improved Home Comfort – Warmer homes with less heat loss.​
 

●​ Environmental Impact – Reduces reliance on fossil fuels and lowers emissions.​
 

●​ Increased Property Value – Energy-efficient homes are more attractive to buyers.​
 

●​ Free or Subsidized Costs – Most upgrades are fully funded for eligible households.​
 

Challenges and Limitations of ECO4 
While the ECO4 Grant is highly beneficial, there are some challenges: 

●​ Eligibility Restrictions – Not all households qualify.​
 



●​ Limited Funding – The grant is budgeted and may not cover every request.​
 

●​ Installation Availability – Some areas may have fewer approved providers.​
 

The Future of ECO4 and Energy Efficiency 
The ECO4 scheme runs until March 2026. Its success will play a crucial role in shaping the 
UK’s energy efficiency landscape. Beyond ECO4, the government is expected to introduce 
further incentives to encourage renewable energy adoption and sustainable housing 
solutions. 

Conclusion 
The ECO4 Grant is a vital support scheme designed to help struggling households reduce 
their energy costs and improve living conditions. By funding insulation, renewable heating 
systems, and other energy-efficient upgrades, ECO4 not only saves money but also 
contributes to a greener and more sustainable future. 

If you think you may qualify, it is worth checking your eligibility today and taking advantage of 
the scheme while it lasts. With rising energy costs, ECO4 offers a practical solution to fuel 
poverty and environmental concerns. 

FAQs About ECO4 Grant 
Q1: Is the ECO4 Grant completely free?​
 Yes, for most qualifying households, the improvements are fully funded. In some cases, 
partial contributions may be required. 

Q2: How long does the ECO4 scheme last?​
 The ECO4 scheme runs from 2022 until March 2026. 

Q3: Can landlords apply for the ECO4 Grant?​
 Yes, landlords may apply on behalf of tenants if the household meets eligibility 
requirements. 

Q4: What happens if my home already has insulation or heating upgrades?​
 You may still qualify for additional improvements, depending on your home’s EPC rating. 

Q5: Do I need to contact my energy supplier directly?​
 Not always. You can apply through accredited ECO4 providers or installers who work with 
multiple energy suppliers. 

 

https://ecoenergyimprovement.co.uk/

	Understanding the ECO4 Grant: A Complete Guide to Energy Efficiency Support in the UK 
	Introduction 
	Common Eligibility Criteria: 
	Common Upgrades Include: 
	Step-by-Step Application Process: 



