
From Bar Charts to Heat Maps: A Guide to Interpreting Graphical Data 

Line graphs allow viewers to easily identify upward or downward trends and fluctuations, providing 

valuable insights into the dynamics of a business or industry. When NURS FPX6025 Assessment 6 

interpreting line graphs, it is important to assess both the slope of the line and the intervals at which 

data points are recorded to ensure an accurate understanding of the trend. Pie charts are another type 

of graphical representation that is frequently used to display proportions and percentages. These 

circular charts divide a whole into slices, with each slice representing a specific category or component.  

Pie charts are effective when a business wants to showcase how various elements contribute to a total. 

For example, a pie chart might show the distribution of a company’s expenses across different 

departments, allowing stakeholders to see the relative size of each department’s budget. However, pie 

charts can become difficult to interpret when there are too many slices or when the differences 

between the categories are small. To interpret pie charts accurately, it’s important to ensure that each 

slice is labeled clearly and that the chart is not overly cluttered, as this can lead to confusion. 

Scatter plots are another powerful tool for representing the relationship between two variables. In a 

scatter plot, individual data points are plotted on a coordinate plane, where the x-axis represents one 

variable and the y-axis represents another. Scatter plots are especially useful in identifying correlations 

or patterns between two sets of data.  

For example, a business might use a scatter plot to explore the relationship between advertising 

spending and sales revenue. If the points form a clear upward trend, it could suggest that increased 

advertising spending is correlated with higher sales. However, interpreting scatter plots requires 

caution, as correlation does not necessarily imply causation. It is important to look at the distribution of 

the points and consider other factors that may influence the relationship. 
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